
GUIDELINES FOR A RENEWAL MINISTRY TEAM 

Tapestry Vineyard Christian Fellowship 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. THE PURPOSE OF THE TEAM 
 

1. The purpose for the Renewal Ministry Team is to facilitate the move of 
the Holy Spirit in the meetings under the direction of the leadership of 

each meeting. 
 

2. You are there to release God's love and empowering to those who 
indicate a desire for prayer--to bless, strengthen, encourage and 

comfort (1 Cor 14.:3)—not to rebuke, admonish, direct or correct. 
 

B. TEAM PRIORITIES 

 
1. Service is a priority. 

 
a. To minister simply means to serve. 

 
b. We ask you to submit yourself to the leadership. style, "flavor," 

and general purpose of the meetings which may mean laying 
aside some of your own ministry "techniques" so that we all can 

flow in unity with one heart and goal. 
 

 
2. In-depth ministry is not a priority. 

 
a. Being a team member does not provide an opportunity for in-

depth ministry involvement, such as inner healing, counseling, or 

deliverance. 
 

b. Although we find that the Holy Spirit Himself frequently brings 
about these results sovereignly, they are not to be the focus of 

ministry team members. 
 

C. There can be "seasons of ministry" as you serve on the Ministry Team. 
 

1. Being on the team is not a "life membership." 
 

2. You may be asked to step down for a season of personal renewal. 



3. As well, we insist that each team member regularly receive the Holy 

Spirit's refreshing so that ministry will come from the "overflow" of 
His life. 

 
 

I. WATCHING CLOSELY WHAT THE SPIRIT IS DOING 
 

A. We want to pray in line with the Holy Spirit's agenda for each 
person (1 Sam. 16:7; John 5:19). We encourage you to 'wait' on the 

Holy Spirit's leading for each individual, rather than to follow any 
particular method or agenda. (e.g. do not generally go into interview 

mode, yet have the freedom to ask questions if that is how the Spirit 
leads.) 

 
B. Do not pray according to your own agenda. 

 

C. Neither let the person for whom you are praying set the agenda 
(neither refuse to pray something just because they have asked you to 

pray something). 
 

D. Remember that each person is an individual, and God has 
something different for everyone. 

 
1. Beware of methods--the things that "work--that can become 

traditions, rituals, and even idols (e.g., Exod. 17:6; Num. 20:8). 
 

2. Avoid habits that can become stumbling blocks. 
 

 
E. Keep things simple! 

 

1. Much of the time we do not need to say anything. 
 

2. It can be enough to simply lay on hands and pray silently for the 
person. 

 
 

F. Do not project what God has been doing in your life onto the person 
with whom you are praying. 

 
1. Do not automatically assume that God's gift to the person for 

whom you are praying is the particular manifestation you have 
been experiencing, or that the truth He has been teaching you is 

what this person also needs to hear. 



2. Find out (discern) what God is doing for this individual and bless 

it. 
 

 
 

II. NOT FORCING MINISTRY 
 

A. Do not force ministry! 
 

1. If the Spirit is not doing something, or does not appear to be 

doing anything, relax and remember that there will always be 
another opportunity. 

 
2. If you do not know what to do or what the Lord is saying, just 

gently and silently lay on hands and let Him do what He will. 
 

3. If you are ''blank" as to how to pray for someone, it may be best 
to get another Ministry Team Member to take over for you and 

move on. 
 

B. Trusting the Word of Wisdom is essential, so that you may know 
when He is doing something very personal within an individual and 

avoid interrupting that special "conversation.” 
 

(GIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GIVE THE PERSON S- P- A- C- E ). 

 
III. HELPING THOSE WHO ARE, OR WHO THINK THEY ARE, HAVING A 

HARD TIME RECEIVING 
 

A. Help them deal with a tendency to rationalize, or calm their fears of 
loss of control. 

 
B. Let them know what to expect--that even when the Holy Spirit is 

blessing them, they will have a clear mind and can usually stop the 
process at any point if they want to. 

 
C. The Holy Spirit often moves in "waves" similar to the blowing wind. 

 
D. Encourage them to "be still and know that God is God" and stay 

focused on the Lord. He loves them intensely and longs for them to 

know Him intimately. 
 

IV. ENCOURAGING THOSE WHO HAVE NO APPARENT RESPONSE 
 



A. The manifestations--or the lack of them--are not the important 

things. 
 

1. What matters are the issues of the heart in response to the 
workings of the Holy Spirit.  

 
2. Those who are outwardly unmoved are often just as powerfully 

touched, anointed, empowered. healed, or whatever the Holy 
Spirit is doing. 

 
B. Sometimes it is wise simply to allow a person to "soak" and for you 

to come back later. 
 

C. NEVER MAKE A PERSON FEEL THAT THEY ARE-UNABLE TO RECEIVE 
OR ARE RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT JUST BECAUSE THEY ARE 

NOT OPENLY MANIFESTING SOMETHING. 

 
Remember we are called to love and encourage. 

 
V. PRAYING IN TONGUES 

 
A. Do not be drawn to pray in tongues while ministering to someone 

unless you follow through by bringing the interpretation so the 
person can be blessed (1 Cor. 14:6). 

 
B. Some recipients habitually pray aloud while you are ministering to 

them. Encourage them to be quiet and just receive--it is difficult to 
drink in and pour out at the same time. 

 

 
VI. UTILISING THE REVELATORY AND UTTERANCE (SPOKEN) GIFTS 

OF THE SPIRIT 
 

A. In 1 Corinthians 12:7-10 Paul lists spiritual gifts, including the word 
of wisdom, word of knowledge, prophecy, and discerning of spirits. 

 
B. The functions of these gifts sometimes overlap, but they are 

generally distinguished from one another in the following ways. 
 

1. A message (or word) of knowledge is a supernatural revelation 

of facts about a person or situation that you could not ordinarily 
know. 

 



2. A message (or word) of wisdom provides insight on how existing 

revelation or knowledge may best be applied in a specific 
situation. 

 

3. Prophecy is the special ability God gives a believer to receive and 

communicate a message from Him to others. 
 

4. Discerning of spirits enables believers to distinguish--by means 

of a spiritual insight--the motivating spirit behind certain words 
or deeds, be it human, demonic, or divine. 

 
C. God can use these gifts to accomplish a variety of purposes, such as 

pointing people to God, leading souls to Christ, building up faith to 
receive healing, restoring believers back to fellowship with God, 

providing a step to releasing the prophetic, and giving confidence in 
personal protection. 

 

D. A clear knowledge of the Word of God is indispensable since the 
written word acts as a filter for the spoken word of God. 

 

E. The word of knowledge and word of wisdom complement one another. 

("Don't even think about" using a word of knowledge or prophetic word 
without first asking the Lord for a word of wisdom.) 

 

F. It is important to be especially careful and responsible when using 
revelatory/prophetic gifting in a renewal ministry setting. 

 
1. You normally do not have the opportunity for pastoral follow-up on 

anything you may share with a person. 
 

2. You cannot assume the person for whom you are praying will 
understand how to properly handle personal prophecy. (ALL 

prophecy must be weighed carefully and tested in accordance with 

biblical principles - 1 Cor. 14:29; 1 Thess. 5:21). 
 

3. All prophecy is imperfect. 
 

4. Remember that personal prophecy is conditional. 

 
G. These are our guidelines for sharing the prophetic in a renewal 

ministry setting.  
 

 



1. Turn what you have, in this setting, into a prophetic prayer. 

 
2. It does not need to be clever, fluent, wordy, loud, or in "religious" 

language. 
 

3. It is okay to ask the person questions if you are uncertain, or if that 
is the best way to communicate the word you are getting. 

 

4. It must be positive - encourage, build up and edifL or strengthen 
 

5. Present in such a way that the person feels free to say "no, thank 

you" to what you have spoken. (not to control, manipulate, or 
pressurise) 

 
H. THE BOTTOM LINE: 

 
1. NO CORRECTION, NO DIRECTION, NO DATES, NO MATES--AND NO 

BABIES! 
 

2. NO "THUS SAYS THE LORD" OR "THE LORD SAYS." 
 

i. Here is some recommended reading on this subject. 
Mike Bickle. Growing in the Prophetic. 

Cindy Jacobs. The Voice of God. 
Graham Cooke. Developing Your Prophetic Gifting. 

Jack Deere. Surprised by the Voice of God 

 
VII. PRAYING BIBLICAL PRAYERS 

 
A. If you are getting "words of knowledge," pray Biblical prayers related 

to those words. 
 

1. Let the majority of prophetic encouragements--always for 
edification, exhortation, or comfort--flow from prayer ministry. 

 
2. Remember; never speak out negative words, no matter what 

revelation the Holy Spirit gives. (Ask Him for the word of wisdom 
for application - which may be to keep silent). 

 

 
B. You will seldom err if you pray Biblical prayers such as these: 

 
1. "Come, Holy Spirit." 



 

2. "Let Your Kingdom come, Lord, on earth as it is in Heaven." 
 

3. A deeper revelation of the Father's love in Christ. 
 

4. Anointing for service. 
 

5. Release of the gifts and callings. 

 

6. Bring the light and expel the darkness. 

 

7. "Open the eyes of their understanding so they will know the 
magnitude of their salvation." 

 

8. "More, Lord." How much more will the Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him? 

 

9. Peace ... ruling and reigning in their hearts. 

 

C. Pray prayers drawn directly from key Scripture passages, such as 
Paul's prayers in his epistles and various Psalms. 

 
D. Thank God for His attributes. 

 
 

VIII. DEALING WITH ISSUES OF DELIVERANCE IN RENEWAL MEETINGS 
 

A. Be aware of what gives the enemy rights and access points in a 
person. 

 
1. The enemy is a legalist: his rights must be removed for a person to 

come into liberty.  
 

2. As a ministry team we are not called, during the renewal meetings, 

to assess the enemy's legal rights to harass a person, or what 
access points are within a person. 

 

3. You do not want just to have the enemy leave without dealing with 

the right or closing the access point (e.g., Luke 1 1:24-26). The 
renewal meetings at TAPESTRY are not usually the context for this 

type of ministry. 
 



4. We are not in a position of mentoring, discipling, or assessing the 

deep needs of the visitors who come and we cannot provide the 
necessary follow-up. 

 

 

B. Avoid the enemy's dramatics. 
 

1. We do not want to give the enemy opportunity for boasting or 
showing off. 

 

2. Do not lose your focus - or allow the enemy to distract. 
 

 
C. Welcome the Holy Spirit's sovereign deliverances. 

 
1. The Holy Spirit does many sovereign deliverances. 

 

2. Sometimes you can be aware of a sovereign deliverance going on 
because certain manifestations occur. 

 

3. However, do not assume that a particular manifestation always 

indicates a particular thing, or even that there must be any 
manifestation at all. (The issue is not method, but discernment.) 

 

 
D. Avoid "tugs of war" with the enemy. 

 
1. If it is not making a sovereign departure, do not get into a tug of 

war with it. 
 

2. Remembering that you have Jesus' authority, quietly bind it until 
God's appointed time. 

 

3. If you encounter a difficult situation, then bring in other team 
members to help out. 

 

4. Only in very rare cases do we find it necessary to take someone out 
to deal with what is going on. 

 
E. DISCERNING BETWEEN FLESH AND THE DEMONIC 

 
1. Flesh is flesh, and we should not blame ungodly living, character, or 

emotions on demons. 



2. While fleshly indulgence may have opened the way for demonic 

attachment, repentance is still necessary to remove the enemy's 
grounds for being there. 

 
F. FOCUSING ON OUR CALLING 

 
1. Remember our calling: "That we may walk in God's love and then 

give it away." 
 

2. Even if you know you are dealing with something demonic, you are 
still and always dealing with a person whom God loves and for 

whom He sent His Son to die. 
 

G. REFRAINING ALTOGETHER FROM DELIVERANCE 
 

1. There are times when deliverance is quite inappropriate in any 

setting. (There may be many other factors involved aside from 
deliverance.) 

 
2. Be very careful where you discern there has been sexual abuse. 

 

3. Recommended reading: Deliverance and Inner Healing by John and 

Mark Sandford, Chosen Books, 1992. 
 

 

IX. PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER AT THE END OF THE EVENING 
 

A. At the end of the evening, pray for cleansing and blessing for one 
another. 

 
B. Pray also for your catchers. (remembering same-sex guidelines) 

 

 


